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Translating classroom knowledge into real-world experience is an essential step for all of our 
students. Through partnerships with area hospitals and healthcare facilities, our Health Services 
students experience various clinical environments, which are an excellent opportunity to practice 
their advanced health care skills in a controlled environment under the supervision of instructors 
and hospital staff. 

As a result, our Health Services instructors 
adapted coursework for distance learning. 
Additionally, they discussed and explored the 
possibility of participating at an area vaccina- 
tion clinic with their seniors to enhance their 
curriculum and gain experience. 
 
It’s not easy to get a job without experience. 
However, as our seniors prepare to graduate  
and advance their career training and put their 
career plans into action, they are armed with  
an impressive resume of in-demand skills ob-
tained through real-world experiences.
 

Helping in the Fight against COVID-19
“Our nursing assistant students are always eager  
to use their skills to assist their community,” said  
Justine Naper, MSN, RN, Health Services instructor, 
and Team Leader. “With most of our seniors vacci- 
nated, we were interested in helping in the fight 
against COVID-19. So when I heard about the  
vaccination site opening in Uxbridge, I reached  
out to express our interest and offer assistance.”

Naper, unaware of the alumni connection, was  
directed to Shane Keville-Wagner, (Electrical, 2016),  
the Southern Worcester County Regional COVID-19 
Vaccination Clinic Coordinator. After graduating  

from BVT, Keville-Wagner earned a Bachelor  
of Science in Emergency Management from the 
Massachusetts Maritime Academy in 2020.  
Aware of the life-changing impact of vocation-
al-technical education, he was happy to hear  
from BVT and excited to collaborate. 

“Being a part of a project of this magnitude, 
when the vaccine rollout was relatively new,  
the undertaking was enormous and required  
a lot of planning,” said Keville-Wagner. “We  
had to coordinate what everybody could bring  
to the table. Having BVT’s Health Services  
staff and group of certified nursing assistants 
volunteer to help was fantastic. It was exciting  
to collaborate with our regional vocational  
technical high school and others to increase  
community involvement and volunteerism.” 

                                Continued on page 2  

While the pandemic presented challenges for all educators,  
it uniquely impacted career technical teachers and their  
students in the hands-on shop setting and limited real- 
world opportunities.   

A Rewarding  
Clinical Experience
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Remembering Old Friends,  
Classmates, & Teachers...

In Memoriam of Lost Friends:  

 Paul Clouette, Jr. – 42, Class of 1979 (Carpentry), 
  of Worcester/Grafton died April 12, 2021 
   following a lengthy period of declining health.
 

Recent Retirees: 
 Shawn Wersted – Math Teacher, 18 years.  
 Thomas Finnell – Environmental/Life Safety  
 Officer, 12 years
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“It was exciting to return  
to BVT and see a thriving  
art program with so many  

students engaged in creating  
meaningful artwork.

The Healing 
Power of Art
The Healing 
Power of Art

We’re always excited when our alumni return  
to campus to share their talents with our  
school community. It was a pleasure to  
welcome Arielle Gordon, our visiting artist  
and alumni (Class of 2017), to our Art Heals: 
Senior Perspective event to provide our student 
artists with artistic feedback and insight.

Arielle (MassArt BFA, 2021) studied ceramics 
and sustainability at the Massachusetts  
College of Art & Design (MassArt) in Boston. 
She participated in MassHeart Day, which  
celebrates the resiliency of the MassArt  
community through giving to support the  
next generation of artists, designers,  
and educators. In her Mass- 
Heart Day story, she shared  
what the college meant to  
her, especially over this past  
year, when Arielle worked  
remotely with the support  
of the MassArt community.

Supporting the next generation of artists,  
Arielle returned to BVT on May 7th to assist  
her Visual Arts instructor with their Art Heals 
event as a visiting artist and mentor. As seniors 
created unique chalk murals on the theme of re-
silience, Arielle observed our senior artists as they 
used our campus sidewalk as a canvas and trans-
formed it with color, creativity, and meaning. 

“It was exciting to return to BVT and see a  
thriving art program with so many students 
engaged in creating meaningful artwork,”  
said Gordon. “It was an honor to assist the 
instructors who empower students to make a 
difference by using their voices in their artwork.”
 

Creativity for a Cause: From MassArt to Art Heals

The event hosted by our Visual Arts Department 
was open to all seniors, not just those taking  
an art class. It served as an in-school field trip 
and a formative assessment for those enrolled  
in Honors Art School Prep and Senior Art  
Studio. The creative process from concept 
sketches to the final chalk murals emphasized  
resilience and the healing power of art. All  
students had to submit a concept for review 
before participating. Robin Brown, LICSW,  
a Mental Health Counselor in our School  
Based Health Center, also spoke with the  
art classes about the importance of mental 
health and creativity.

      “We are proud of our seniors who 
            used their creativity for a cause 
             to build awareness and support 
             for teen suicide prevention,”  
             said Visual Arts instructors
               Ashley Maclure and Kelly 
               Garabadian. “We’re thankful  
to everyone who helped make the event a  
success, our alumni mentor, our staff chaper-
ones, and of course, our generous sponsors.  
The event raised over seven hundred dollars  
with all proceeds to benefit the mission of  
the National Center for the Prevention of  
Youth Suicide.”

This event was made possible thanks to grants 
from the Cummings School Service Fund,  
the Blackstone, Millville, Northbridge, and  
Upton Cultural Councils, local agencies  
supported by the Mass Cultural Council.  
You can view a slideshow of our student’s  
creative chalk murals at: www.valleytech.k12.
ma.us/creativityforacause

Continued from page 1  
 
Sharing Skills is a Rewarding  
‘Clinical’ Experience
For 15 of our Health Services seniors, the op-
portunity to assist at the Regional Collaborative 
Vaccination Clinic at the former McCloskey  
Middle School in Uxbridge on March 31st ful-
filled a need beyond a valuable life experience.

Health Services instructor Amy Ferrandino- 
Bedard worked closely with the seniors to 
prepare for this clinic, reviewing coursework 
connected to their curriculum. She said,  
“They learned how to store, prepare, and  
draw up the vaccine into syringes, reviewing 
various vaccination administration techniques. 
Reviewed the screening questions required,  
the monitoring period, and why it is needed.  
It was truly a culmination of all they’ve learned.”

“It was a wonderful opportunity to attend  
the clinic and observe Melissa Blodgett,  
(Drafting, 1989), Captain/Paramedic of the 
Uxbridge Fire Department skillfully demon-
strate various techniques,” said Jessica Brown 
of Douglas, a senior in our Health Services 
program. “I had previously watched instruc-
tional videos about how the Pfizer vaccine is 
mixed before being administered, but seeing 
Captain Blodgett, a BVT alum, mix the two 
parts of the vaccine right in front of me was  
a fascinating and compelling experience. My  
vocational-technical education is paving the 
way for me to help others and give back to  
the community too.”

“All of the students that attended the clinic  
were thoughtful and professional,” said  
Keville-Wagner. “Impressed by the profession- 
alism demonstrated, I received nothing but 
positive feedback from the medical staff,  
volunteers, and various municipal employees 
representing the towns making up the Black-
stone Valley. BVT truly trains them well, but  
as a graduate, I’m slightly bias of course.”

“This clinic is a perfect example of how our  
vocational-technical students use their career 
training to help their community,” said Superin-
tendent-Director Dr. Michael F. Fitzpatrick.  
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Purple with Pride 
Celebrating Three Generations  
of BVT Graduates  
 
When BVT opened its doors in 1966, William 
Lapierre was a student enrolled in the Machine 
Shop program. As a 1970 graduate of BVT,  
Mr. Lapierre was proud to be a member of  
our first graduating class. 

In 1996, Brian Hamelin graduated from our 
Electronics program. In the most memorable 
moment section of the yearbook, he wrote  
“Going out with Lisa.” Fast forward to 2021,  
Brian and Lisa (Lapierre) Hamelin of Douglas 
were so proud to attend their daughter  
Daria’s graduation ceremony held at BVT. 

Daria decided to follow in her family’s foot- 
steps, as her father Brian and her pépère  
William before her in pursuing a vocational-
technical education and attending BVT.  
While at BVT, Daria enrolled in our Multi- 
media Communications program and worked  
on Yearbook. She said, “It was fun flipping 
through the pages of their yearbooks, a part  
of our school and family history intertwined.”

BVT has given this family a firm foundation  
and the confidence to pursue new paths from 
one generation to the next. Daria is excited  
about her next chapter. This fall, she plans  
to major in journalism at DePaul University  
in Chicago. Best of luck to Daria!

Bianca De Oliveira of Milford (Class of 2021)  
and Murphy Potter of Douglas (Class of 2023)  
are two of eleven artists selected earlier this  
spring to design a picnic table through the  
Milford Cultural Council’s “Brush to Table”  
contest to help increase public art in Milford.  
The tables were unveiled to the public at  
Plains Park on July 24th at an outdoor exhibit  
before relocating them around town for  
public use.
 
A graduate of our Advanced Manufacturing &  
Fabrication program, Bianca De Oliveira, painted  
her version of “Starry Night” by Vincent  
van Gogh on the tabletop. Her  
masterpiece, “Touch the Sky,”  
includes a skyline of Milford  
buildings along the bench.

Murphy Potter, a junior in our Painting & Design 
Technology program, said, “It is exciting to create  
a work of art that the community will have an  
opportunity to enjoy.” Her table masterpiece  
“Redemption” symbolizes many things. “I want  
this painting to encourage reaching out for help  
or gaining a second chance,” said Potter. “De- 
pending on how you look at it, you could see a  
second chance at racial equality or life since  
butterflies are a common symbol for suicide  

prevention, or you could see two people con- 
necting. This is the first public project that I’ve 
ever done and I hope to do more projects like  
this in the future.”

Our Visual Arts instructor, Ashley MacLure,  
is proud to lead by example, participating  
                       alongside two of her students. 
                         Letting her artwork, “Imagine,” 
                                   inspire and speak to  
                                   others by contributing  
                     to this initiative and  
                                encouraging more cultural 
and visual arts in our communities.

To view a sample of these works of art, visit: 
www.valleytech.k12.ma.us/brushtotable.  
Or better yet, pack a picnic and go hunting  
for the tables in the Garden of Hope at Fino 
Field, the corner of Dilla and Sumner Street,  
Rosenfeld Park, Plains Park, and the Milford 
High School fields. Enjoy!

Are you looking for your next dream job, or the  
opportunity to hire new talent for your company?  
Look no further than our Job Connection webpage. 
Our goal is to connect prospective 
employers with potential 
candidates for job oppor- 
tunities, including full-time,  
part-time, seasonal, and  
co-op positions.  
 
Check our website for  
current job listings at:  
www.valleytech.k12.ma.us/ 
jobconnection

“I want this painting to  
encourage reaching out for help 

or gaining a second chance.

Artists Take Brush to Table  
in Public Art Initiative
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SAVE THE DATE!             SAVE THE DATE!            
Calling all Culinary Arts alums, your reunion will be 
held on Sunday, October 17th, 1:00 to 5:00 p.m.  
at the Uxbridge VFW Post #1385, 13 Cross Road. 
Catch up with classmates and teachers while sup- 
porting a good cause. Bring your appetite and a  
little cash for a chance to win a raffle. Your $15  
admission and all proceeds will support the “Mr. B” 
Scholarship Fund. Tell your classmates so they too  
can join the fun. E-mail your questions to Kathleen 
Manoogian: kmanoogian@valleytech.k12.ma.us

www.valleytech.k12.ma.us/creativityforacause
www.valleytech.k12.ma.us/creativityforacause
www.valleytech.k12.ma.us/brushtotable
www.valleytech.k12.ma.us/jobconnection
www.valleytech.k12.ma.us/jobconnection


Transforming EducationBlackstone Valley Regional  
Vocational Technical High School
65 Pleasant Street, Upton, MA 01568
508–529–7758   
www.valleytech.k12.ma.us
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Equal Opportunity
BVT welcomes and is open to  
all students, offering equal  
opportunities in all approved 
programs and courses of study 
without regard to race, color,  
sex, sexual orientation, gender 
identity, religion, national origin, 
homelessness, or disability.

Connect... Keeping in touch with your classmates is easier than ever through the Alumni Services section of our website 
(www.valleytech.k12.ma.us/alumni). It’s your go-to resource for alumni spotlight stories (www.valleytech.
k12.ma.us/alumnispotlights), information on special alumni events and planning your class reunion, as well 
as how to sign-up to receive the Connect via e-mail (www.valleytech.k12.ma.us/alumniregistry). 
 
In addition to this newsletter and our robust website content, our social media sites will give you an  
opportunity to connect and engage with us and other alumni. Join in on the conversation by following  
us on Twitter: www.twitter.com/BVTHighSchool and Instagram: www.instagram.com/bvt_highschool.

A ‘Sweet’ Accolade 
At the entrance to our Bake Shop is a student-run pastry counter,  
where you’ll find yummy baked goods, cookies, and pastries to  
satisfy your sweet tooth. The treats are created under the watchful  
eye of our Culinary Arts Instructor, Chef Laura Campagna. As a  
result, our students’ creations not only look good but taste amazing.

Chef Campagna provides our Culinary Arts students with an  
outstanding vocational-technical education through an engag- 
ing curriculum and projects, all of which earned her a nomina- 
tion and a certificate of recognition from the Massachusetts  
Vocational Association New Teacher Award. 

“Receiving the New Teacher recognition exemplifies the talent and passion that Chef  Campagna 
brings to our Culinary Arts program,” said Superintendent-Director Dr. Michael F. Fitzpatrick.  
“We are proud of Chef Campagna and her achievement, and we enjoy perusing the pastry  
counter and sampling her students’ work.”

The certification of recognition is given to a new teacher nominee who shows personal commit- 
ment and success in career and vocational-technical education, good personal character,  
leadership, and involvement in school activities which challenge the students.

Share Your Expertise with Us  
You have a unique story, skills, and years of  
experience that are powerful gifts that deserve to  
be shared. Consider how your expertise might  
help our students thrive:  
 
 Do you work in a non-traditional career  
 and want to share your experiences with  
 our students?  
 
 How about inviting our students to tour  
 your business so they can learn about the  
 cool and innovative things you’re doing?  
 
 Would you like to work with a co-op student 
  and help them hone their technical knowledge  
 and skills?  
 
Browse the Alumni Services section of our website  
and see how your classmates are sharing their  
stories and expertise. Let us know how you’d like  
to give back to your alma mater by connecting with: 
  
Kim Elder 
kelder@valleytech.k12.ma.us 
508–529–7758  x3137
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